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DASL BOF Minutes (04/01/98)

1. Minutes for DASL BOF (04/01/98

Prepared by: Surendra Reddy (skreddy@us.oracle.com)

Agenda
20 min review the charter

15 min go over related work; role of DASL to other DAV and other efforts

35 review requirements

20 min Go over specific DAV scenarios that must be addressed

60 min on straw-man draft

2. Charter Discussion

Presented by: Alex Hopmann

Goal of DASL is to provide searching interoperability…

- data exposed by DAV servers

- Variety of underlying storage systems using DAV data model

- clarification – DASL works for DAV-interoperable resources

2.1. Basic Problem

WEBDAV insufficient mechanisms for common searching operations

DASL provides server side search capabilities

2.2. What protocol will say?

- How to express search: Syntax & Semantics

- What is being searched

- what results look like

2.3. Justification - Why server side search?

- Less network usage

- Use server intelligence

- Better performance

- no standards way to search web site

2.4. 1.4 Scope

- Search is a large problem space

- Focus on DAV scenarios

2.4.1. In Scope

- Typing of values

- Internationalized content

- Arbitrary XML values

- Text content searching

2.4.2. Out of Scope

- Default property sets

- Server to server communications

- Non-Text content searches (searching for image content, video content)

- client control of server indexing

- must be http/1.1 compliant

2.5. 1.5 Milestones:

Feb 98: ID for requirements document

Mar 98: ID for DASL protocol

Mar 98: Develop requirements and protocol documents at LA

Aug 98: Develop Protocol document at Chicago IETF

Oct 98: Submit requirements as informational RFC

Mar 99: Submit protocol document as proposed standard

2.6. 1.5 Comments from participants:

· Schedule seems to be aggressive but we can shoot for it.

· Larry indicated that we need some consensus on scope of the DASL

· What results look like will be more challenging

· Keith has some concerns on schedules

· Steve(Novell) suggested milestones in the WG schedules to assess early in  the game whether we are converging or not?

· Do we have enough to prototype by specific check point - realistically by October prototype work can be started

· scope of the problem need to be well defined. Short requirements document would help converging earlier than the requirements document.

· changes to DASL since Feb: DASL should work with HTTP applications that interoperate with DAV

· Reference to DTDs from WebDAV

3. Scenarios  for Searching

Presented by: Saveen Reddy

3.1. Brief notes on presentation

Saveen started with introduction Scenarios from DAV

PROPFIND to retrieve specific properties, all properties, depth

more complex issues have to be addressed: filtering, sorting and paged results

- simple navigation ; list the sub-collections of a collection

- find the full hierarchy

- find all the resources ; limited to content type searches

- content based querying

- complex queries ; find all locked resources; all lock owners

- all doc names that appear in multiple collections ( raised possibility of race conditions )

- Whether these scenarios are required or optional?

- Collection scope search issues

- Identify tough issues and draw the line strictly

- mention all scenarios in the requirements

- define what is simple?

3.2. Comments/Questions from participants?

· What are scenarios of interest?

· what are the most common scenarios?

· what should be in the minimum set of features?

· Alex suggested more discussion on mailing list;

· Contains find a byte stream

· Hook for searching the body content is query ; stemming, near

· Group should talk about a minimum query language.

· Contains implementation is not that difficult

· No mention about query discovery scenarios in the scenarios

· Repository management is completely out of scope; DASL does not do web based management (management = administration and configuration)

· One name space or partitioning the search across search spaces

· Granularity of search

· DAV does not mandate one to one map between documents and resource

· Byte range searches as an extensibility

· atomic unit of search is resource

· There may be many resources that would be exposed as DAV- byte ranges are very scary

4. DASL requirements presentation(Saveen Reddy)

Presented by: Saveen Reddy

4.1. Brief notes on presentation

· confusion on collections vs. servers; collection intelligence(nomenclature)

· query should be able to express: 


searches on any media types


{ What does it mean? If server knows how to parse the document, server


  can use the same query language to search for the contents }


content


navigate variants/rendition(?)


navigate versions(?)


define result record

4.2. Discussions/Comments from participants

· Every single version and variant has a URL representation filtering and searching on the results - phrasing of searches on 

· content types normative form

· PDF is not a search allowing a filter can reduce PDF document to text before it can initiate the search 

· Extensibility mechanism for DASL two aspects of DAV on simple search mechanisms is something confusing

· extensions to DASL to provide extensible paths

· scope of this working group should be simple

· Query semantics; transport and result set transport

· Support for regular expressions ( This set represents goals)

· working on more sophisticated searches

· page results must be there in the requirements

· Query syntax extensibility

· Support for discovery mechanisms(query syntax, operator discovery)

· any assumptions on server side

· new method, a new header

· Using subset of webdav DTD for XML

· responds with 207 multi status

· Simple searches are not defined in DAV DTD; discuss it on off line

· Search syntax has been revised since feb meeting in Xerox

· Issues not covered:


Typing


Versioning


Security considerations


Authentication


Internationalized content

· How does DASL address:

authentication

access control

internationalization or localization

4.2.1. Comments:

· Participants suggested not to define anything on ACL, Variants and Versioning until DAV WG finalizes these items.

· Expressed concerns on internationalization and localization issues

· concerns on search scope across multiple languages and multiple locals

· sorting need to be addressed; keep pursuing

· internationalization will affect sorting and collation issues

· this working group must limit to defining the framework and let other working groups define extensions

· Need to define what is a minimum set of requirements?

· What is the definition of text -- putting text in the charter is confusing - need to define clearly what does it mean in the charter?

· DASL has to follow similar principals to those followed by WebDAV.

· Optional support needs to be discussed on the list?

· Extension of DASL through XML DTD or run time extensions? Client allowed to add unknown operators.
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